
 

 

 

 

 

 

7th October 2020 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Re: Introduction of face Coverings in Communal Spaces 

 
As you will be aware the Academy has been operating with a policy that allows the wearing of face 
coverings in communal spaces if an individual chooses to, but it has not been compulsory.  Our year groups 
are working in both classrooms and communal areas in year group bubbles and hence contact with other 
year groups has been limited.  Staggered arrival, exit and break times have also helped to keep these year 
group bubbles separate.     
 
Up until this point the warmer, dryer weather has allowed students to spend the majority of their break 
times outside.  However, this weather is now turning, and this means there will be an increased amount of 
time spent indoors in communal areas during social times.  In addition, there has been a tightening of the 
requirements to wear face covering in public places. 
 
With the above two points in mind, I now feel that it is time that the wearing of face coverings be made 
compulsory for all students, staff and visitors when in communal areas such as corridors and eating areas, 
but should be removed when in the classroom.  This will come into effect on Monday 12th October, giving 
you some time to ensure you child has access to the appropriate style and type of face mask.  If your child 
has the appropriate face mask before then please do encourage them to wear it. 
 
At the end of this letter is the guidance that was shared with you previously to which the face covering 
must adhere to.  In summary a mask should be a reusable cloth or disposable mask which loops around the 
ears or is secured around the back of the head with ties. It should not be ‘bandana’ style. The mask should 
not contain any valves, must be plain with no logos, patterns or words and of a suitable size for your child’s 
face.    
 
The safety of the students and staff remains my top priority and hence I thank you in advance for your 
support in ensuring that the students adhere to this graduated change to life here at The Orme Academy.  
As always, please do not hesitate to contact the Academy should you have any queries. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Mr Mark Boughey 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

Guidance for the use of face coverings   
September 2020 
 

Face coverings are not classified as PPE (personal protective equipment) which is used in a limited 
number of settings to protect wearers against hazards and risks, such as surgical masks or respirators 
used in medical and industrial settings. Face coverings are instead largely intended to protect others, not 
the wearer, against the spread of infection because they cover the nose and mouth, which are the main 
confirmed sources of transmission of virus that causes coronavirus infection (COVID-19). Because face 
coverings are mainly intended to protect others, not the wearer, from coronavirus (COVID-19) they are 
not a replacement for social distancing and regular hand washing. 
 
Where face coverings are used, these should be a reusable cloth or disposable mask which loops around 
the ears or is secured around the back of the head with ties. It should not be ‘bandana’ style. The mask 
should not contain any valves, must be plain with no logos, patterns or words and of a suitable size for your 
child’s face.  
 
If a reusable mask is to be worn, guidance states that these should be changed every 4 hours. It will 
therefore be necessary to send your child to school with more than one mask and a plastic bag or sealable 
container in which to safely store the used mask. 
 
Face coverings should only be used in communal areas such as corridors and canteens and should be 
removed in the classroom and stored correctly until it is next needed.  
 
A face covering should:  

• fit comfortably and securely against the face and cover the nose and mouth fully 

• be secured around the head or ears with loops or ties 

• be made from a breathable material 

• ideally include at least two layers of fabric in order to be most effective 

• be washed daily or left quarantined for 72 hours between uses 
 
When wearing a face covering you should: 

• wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser before putting a face 
covering on  

• avoid wearing on your neck or forehead  

• avoid touching the part of the face covering in contact with your mouth and nose, as it could be 
contaminated  

• change the face covering if it becomes damp or if you’ve touched it  

• avoid taking it off and putting it back on frequently in quick succession 
 
When removing a face covering:  

• wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser before removing 

• only handle the straps or ties 

• do not give it to someone else to use  

• if single use, dispose of it carefully in a bin 

• if reusable, wash it in line with manufacturer’s instructions at the highest temperature appropriate for the 
fabric 

• wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser once removed. 


